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SUBJECT: MINIMAL FRENCH REACTION TO PRESIDENT'S 
COMMENTS ON EUROCOMMUNISM 

REF: ROME 13246 

1 . FRENCH REACTION TO THE PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS HAS 
BEEN VIRTUALLY NON-EXISTENT. COMMUNIST DAILY HUMANITE 
JULY 17, IN FINAL PARAGRAPH OF PAGE 4 ARTICLE, REPORTED 
THE PRESIDENT’S REMARK THAT "CRITICISMS EXPRESSED BY 
THE PCF REGARDING THE MOSCOW TRIALS PROVE THAT THE PARTY 
IS NOT CONTROLLED BY THE USSR ”, AND THEN ADDED THE FUR- 
THER QUOTATION: "WE (THE US) PREFER THAT COMMUNISM IN 
WESTERN EUROPE HAVE LITTLE IMPORTANCE AND NOT GROW." 
HUMANITE MADE NO EDITORIAL COMMENT. 
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2. ONLY OTHER PRESS MENTION HAS BEEN IN THE FINAL PARA- 
GRAPH OF A JULY 17 LE MONDE BACK-PAGE REPORT ON THE 
PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO WEST BERLIN: "CONCERNING EURO- 
COMMUNISM. AGAINST WHICH THE US DOES NOT ENVISAGE IN- 
TERVENING, HE (THE PRESIDENT) HAD SEVERAL GOOD WORDS TO 
ADDRESS TO THE PCF WHICH HEFOUND TO BE AT THE HEAD OF 
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PROTESTS AGAINST THE SOVIET TRIALS." 

3. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED NO INQUIRIES WHATSOEVER ON THE 
STATEMENT. 

4. COMMENT: THE LONG BASTILLE DAY WEEKEND (JULY 14- 
16) PLUS THE VACATION SEASON IN GENERAL UNDOUBTEDLY 
LESSENED THE POTENTIAL FOR COMMENT ON OR EXPLOITATION 
OF THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS. MOREOVER, CURRENT PCF 
STRATEGY IS TO TREAT ISSUES SUCH AS "INDEPENDENCE FROM 
MOSCOW" AND "SUPPORT OF DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES" AS 
GIVENS AND THUS AS UNWORTHY OF CONTINUING ATTENTION (AND 
CERTAINLY IN NO NEED OF THE US BLESSING). HUMANITE'S 
PASSING REFERENCE TO THE PRESIDENT'S ANTI-EUROCOMMUNIST 
STATEMENT IS EXPLAINED BY THE COMMUNISTS' CURRENT EFFORT 
TO CONVINCE PARTY MEMBERSHIP THAT EVERYONE - GISCARD, 
MITTERRAND, CARTER - IS OUT TO DESTROY THE PCF: WHEN 
YOU'VE GOT PROBLEMS AT HOME, RALLY THE FOLKS AGAINST 

AN EXTERNAL THREAT. FOR OTHER FRENCH PARTIES, THE TEN- 
SIONS OF THE PRE-ELECTORAL PERIOD HAVE DISAPPEARED - 
ALTHOUGH THE POTENTIAL FOR REACTING AGAINST "US IN- 
TERFERENCE IN FRENCH POLITICS" IS ALWAYS PRESENT, THE 
ABSENCE OF ANY IMPENDING ELECTORAL CONTEST HAS DAMPENED 
FRENCH CONCERNS OVER THE RISK OF PCF PARTICIPATION IN 
THE GOF AND CONSEQUENTLY OVER THE WHOLE QUESTION OF 
EUROCOMMUNISM. 
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